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Description
Price
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.
1 . Mathew Cerletty
$24,000.00
Returns & Exchanges, 2015
.
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
cm
.
Inventory: MC105
Left: B. Wurtz, Untitled (Autobiographical Sculpture), 1972, wood, acrylic, 44 x 26 x 15”.
Right: B. Wurtz, Untitled (Know Thyself), 1992, canvas, thread, string, socks, 17 1/2 x 18 x 5”.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sub total / Subtotaal
$24,000.00

B. Wurtz’s first solo exhibition in London is on view at Kate MacGarry from
June 7 to July 13, 2013.
The show will include a range of his work, most of it
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------made with found objects
and TOTAL
raw materials—such
and marINVOICE
/ FACTUUR TOTAAL as wood, metal,
$24,000.00
ble—from the 1970s to the present. Here, Wurtz reflects on his long career
and
his recent exhibitions.
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WHEN
I WAS
VERY
YOUNG
had
the
Eames
Giant House of Cards, which
All titles remain property of Office Baroque until receipt of payment in full.
unfortunately
I destroyed because I played with it so much. Those cards and
Amount does not include packing, shipping, taxes, insurance.
the images on them were some of my earliest tools (and inspirations!) for
making sculptures. I would often make tall towers out of the cards and then
proceed to dump our cat on them from above. If I’d known I was harming the
cards
I would have stopped, but since I was the kind of kid that was constantOffice Baroque Gallery BVBA
ly
building
think
anything of it! I’d give anything to still have
VAT/BTW: BEthings,
888 492I didn’t
878, RPR
Antwerpen
Bank:
ING
Antwerpen
Metropool
that set today. In the 1980s there was a widespread resurgence of interest
Account number: 363 0131987 10
in
midcentury modern design, and many books came out on the Eameses. I
IBAN: BE41 3630 1319
remember
coming to a page with the images of the cards and having a flood
BIC: BBRUBEBB
of memories rush back.

As I got older and began to consciously make art, I started signing my work
with the initial “B.” (B. Wurtz)—partly because it’s shorter to write than “Bill
Wurtz.” I decided I liked it because it held back some information. I didn’t
go so far as to give myself a new name (“R. Mutt,” for example), but I was

p. 1
OFFICE BAROQUE
.
Bloemenhofplein 5 Place du Jardin aux Fleurs
1000 Brussels, Belgium
+32 484 599 228, info@officebaroque.com
www.officebaroque.com

(and still am) more interested in having someone look at the work and draw
whatever they can from it, rather than regard the person who made it. For
Invoice
number:
example,
there’s15067
a piece that’s going to be in my London show, an older
work from
1972 that
I nicknamed the “autobiographical sculpture.” While it
Invoice
date:
23/4/2015
is, technically,
autobiographical—in
that it represents my age at its making
Invoice
to:
Anton Kern
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Gallerystatement than an emotional evocation of
(twenty-four)—it Anton
is more
a formal
532 West 20th Street
my life. The media
I used in this piece are in keeping with what I consider
New York, NY 10011
my “palette” of common,
universal materials—in this case pieces of found
USA
wood.
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My work wasn’t particularly well received in the 1980s. I was (then, as now)
presenting people with “lowly” objects from their ordinary lives—putting the
Description
mundane up to their faces to look at. Where I saw beauty, othersPrice
saw insig------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------nificance.
Many
viewers
wanted
to
escape
and
be
given
some
fantasy
in.
stead of being presented
with
the ordinary. Despite my frustration
during that
1 . Mathew
Cerletty
$24,000.00
Exchanges, 2015
time, I see that I had Returns
a sort of& freedom—I
was incapable of doing anything I
.
wasn’t interested in. oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
cm

.
These days a lot of artists
working with found objects make art I can’t relate
Inventory: MC105
to. It feels to me like they’ve taken stuff from a pile of junk and made another pile of junk. Most of my works are fairly simple arrangements. It often
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------takes a long time to get them where I want, but sometimes it’s just a matter
Sub total / Subtotaal
$24,000.00
of a minor tweak that clinches it all. I don’t want to obscure what the objects
are. I like that there is inherent meaning attached to them in terms of their
use-value, but ultimately I want the work to be formal, nearly classical.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL
$24,000.00

Before my Metro Pictures survey in 2011, I had started thinking about showing older work along with newer work. I thought, “Why not? Who says I
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn
couldn’t do that?” There has always been a weird consistency in my output.
One ofstate
the things
that was
really
me about that show was that
Please
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felt of
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ing it all together for the first time. Much of it had been packed away for so
long. I hadn’t seen many of those pieces in what seemed like forever! It was
almost like looking at somebody else’s art entirely.
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